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While studying this topic, tick off each item after you have covered it.
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20	The Earth





What I should know:


Inside the Earth there are 3 main layers: �the crust (solid); the mantle (almost solid);�the core (mostly liquid, but the centre is�solid).


There are 3 kinds of seismic wave: P, S, L.�P-waves can travel through liquid and solid.�S-waves (transverse) can only travel �through solid rock, and so cannot travel �through the core.�L-waves travel through the crust.


P- and S-waves are refracted so they travel �in curves.





What I should be able to do:


Understand diagrams of P- and S-waves�travelling through the Earth.


Explain why this proves the Earth’s core�is liquid.


Do simple calculations on the speed of�P- and S-waves.


Explain why the paths of P- and S-waves�are curved.
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